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One of Faston's symbolie buildings, the fouwr storv brick
0dd Fellows Ledge ia embellished with an eclectic combination of
sypbols and stvlistic element=, The flat building bas an irregular
roof line with gables on the three major facsdes. A small tower-
like nable marks the stair entrance to third floor lodge rcoms, The
high veuliad ¢eiling cerpried by hugh sgisasor trusses, covers a
meeting room which is one of the most complete Vietorian interiors
in the town., Chartered in 1832, the ledge has met at this site sinece
1854,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building on the southwest corner of Dover and Washington Streets
is five bays wide and six deep. Four stories in height, the designer of
the brick lodge builingz used an eclectic combination of symbols and stylistic
elements to express its ceremonial function as the meeting lodge of a
fraternal order.

The first floor with its plate glass windows is used as a store.

Second and third floors are rental offies. The forth floor, with its tall
windows and gables, houses the Fraternal rooms. -The face brick is dark red;
details are grey sandstose. Floor levels are marked by belt courses of
stone; lintels and sills are stone as are most important symbols and details.

The flat building is enriched with an irregular roof line with gables
on the three major facades. A small tower - like gable surmounted with a
finial marks the stair to the lodge rooms. Its is subtly emphasized by a
false chimney with a corbelled cap. This entrance is enclosed in a pointed
arch opening emphasized by a flat stone hood bearing symbolic chain of three
links. Novelty windows are used to emphasize the stair tower and create
a hierarchy of floors. Therefore,.on the second floor three small windows
are used. On the third, taller double windows with one over one sashes
are inset into a segmental arc- opening. The fourth floor opening, filling
the gable is tallest; its tripartite window fills a pointed arch opening.

Large decorative windows are centered in each remaining gable; each
contains colored glass patterned with symbols of the fraternal order.

The most important facade on Washington Street has pointed arch opening
in which three-pointed arch openings are surmounted by circles. For
greatest emphasis, the window is continued below the floor line, but it
is blind, filled in with bricks. Above this window, the gable has three
small window emphasized by bands of stone. There is a finial shaped like
an open hand.

The north gable is much narrowed, resembling a pavillion. Similarly.
treated it has a smaller pointed window opening filled with colored,
patterned glass in a quatrefoil motif. It is also extended with a blind
window. The gable has a panel with a carved stone eye; it is emphasized
with a false enclosed chimney with corbelled cap. Incipent gargoyles
sprout from the stone weathering of the gables. The west gable window
has three pointed-arch windows topped by circular window enclosed in a
pointed arch opening.

Windows on second and third floors light offices and are therefore
quite straight-forward; tall openings with one over one sashes and plain
trim are placed more or less regularly, one per bay on both floors. They
are closed with interior louvered blinds.

The lodge meeting room is decorated with a freedom and gaiety which
reflects the spirited thinking of the late nineteenth century builders. Two
huge sizzor trusses of massive.chamfered timbers support the tall vaulted roof.
Their king and queen posts terminate in pendants and they are attached
by immense ornamental brackets to the walls. In the early twentieth century,
an elaborate embossed tin ceiling was installed; it covers the upper portion
of the side walls. The lower walls are plaster in which a mural of marsh-
grasses has been impressed. Once polychromed, it has now been painted

{cont.)
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SPECIFIC DATES  geptember 25, 1879 PRURER/ ARCHIECT Millers Lodge I.0.0.F.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 0dd Fellows Building is important to Easton both for its history
and for its architecture. Since 1839 Miller Lodge, Number 18, has met at
this location.

The building itself is one of the most imposing> structures on
Washington Street . Its height and solidity on the corner act as an
appropriate foil for the Talbot County Court House across the street. It
is one of the symbolic buildings along this main street which help explain
the sociat life of the town.

Miller Lodge is the oldest in Talbot County. It was chartered July 29,
1822 and incorporated March 1, 1833 with forty-three members. Among them

—~ were Howes Goldsborough who was largely responsible for the construction
of SS. Peter and Pauls Catholic Church, Easton, and Maryland's Governor
Philip Frances Thomas. The lodge met in '"Washington Hall' opposite
Port Street on Washington Street until 1839. Then it moved to the
building that stood at Washington and Dover; this building was purchased
in 1854 for $2100.00, but it burned to the ground in the big fire of 1855.
By the next year Miller-Lodge had constructed another building but this one
too burned, in a fire which broke out in Market Space on October 1, 1878.
The present building was dedicated on Septémber 25, 1879.

E65/F23h This probperty was bought by Margaret Goldsborough  from John
Bennett in 1853 for $2000.00. The premises included at that
= time a three-story brick building carriage house and stable. She
E65/F475 sold the parcel the following vear, in 1854, to the Miller Lodge
#78 of the I. O. 0. F. for $2100.00. The 0dd Fellows Lodge had
retained this corner to the present day.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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One South Washington Street
Easton, Maryland 21601

T1
Town of Easton
0dd Fellows Hall

over., However, the room with its ceremonial furnishings and colored windows
is one of the most complete and expressive Victorian interiors in the town.

The structure is carefully maintained, in remarkably original condition
with the exception of the first floor. The store windows are much like those
appearing in early photographs; however, the wide sign board covers belt
courses and other stone details, disrupting the rythm and integrity of the
facades.
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